
The United States has made improving the terms of trade with its top global 
partners a high priority. But trade disputes with China, Mexico, Canada and 
the European Union have quickly impacted farming and agricultural trade as 

those countries retaliated to U.S. tariffs with levies on farm produce. From the soy 
fields of the U.S. Midwest to China’s pork markets and South Africa’s poultry farms, 
Reuters reporters around the world have delivered comprehensive coverage of the 
ramifications of changing trade policy on agriculture. 
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UNPARALLELED INSIGHT
• Reuters offered insight into China’s strategy in the 

soybean trade war.
• Reuters showed how a trade war was backfiring in 

U.S. farm country, as tariffs on steel and aluminum 
imports were boosting costs for equipment and 
infrastructure.

• Reuters analyzed how the threat of steep tariffs on 
soybeans, wheat and corn from an escalating U.S.-
China trade dispute may decide the survivor among the 
two largest real estate funds in the U.S. farm sector.

• Reuters offered an inside look at how Trump’s trade 
war was splitting a Missouri county, where grains 
and metals have paid the bills for generations.

• Reuters detailed how the U.S.-China trade war was 
causing the decline of U.S. pig part exports to China, 
where the parts Americans won’t eat have a special 
place in Chinese culinary culture and, consequently, in 
the profit margins of U.S. pork exporters.

• Reuters showed how deteriorating trade relations 
between the U.S. and Mexico were speeding up the 
latter’s shift to other wheat suppliers.

• As a trade war was crushing China’s soybean mills, 
Reuters detailed how U.S. rivals were enjoying a 
boom, turning near-record profits.

• In an insightful report, Reuters reported how the pressure 
was mounting on U.S. President Trump to deliver for 
Iowa ahead of November’s elections, as the weight of a 
trade war has disproportionately hurt farmers.

• Reuters detailed how Trump’s decision to impose 
tariffs on steel and aluminum has reignited the 
poultry clash between the U.S. and South Africa.

EYE ON THE STORY
• Reuters offered dynamic video to our Agency customers 

and via Reuters TV, including how soybeans were in the 
firing line of U.S. trade war, Argentina’s IMF deal could see 
a reversal of Macri’s grain tax cuts, California almond 
growers were bracing for impact of China tariffs and 
dairy farmers were being hurt by U.S.-Mexico trade war.

• Reuters provided unmatched graphics, showing how 
U.S. sorghum shipments changed course after China 
tariffs and taking a look at global wheat trade.
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TRUSTED VIEWS
Reuters Breakingviews offered unmatched agenda-
setting commentary. Highlights include:

• Delaying NAFTA deal is actually a win-win-win
• NAFTA survival rests on Ottawa showmanship
• South Africa has thin defense against Trump 

thump
• Soybeans strain Beijing’s trade war messaging
• White House’s small trade deals don’t add up
• U.S. farm tariff antidote would be fiscal venom

Photo credits (from l to r): REUTERS/Elijah Nouvelage;  REUTERS/Daniel Acker;  REUTERS/Thomas Peter

EXCLUSIVE NEWS
• Reuters exclusively reported Mexican buyers 

imported ten times more corn from Brazil last 
year amid concern that NAFTA renegotiations could 
disrupt their U.S. supplies.

• Several ships carrying cargoes of sorghum from the 
U.S. to China changed course since Beijing slapped 
hefty anti-dumping deposits on U.S. imports of the 
grain, Reuters sources and an analysis of export and 
shipping data showed.

• China has ramped up inspections of pork shipped 
from the U.S., Reuters exclusively reported. 

• Reuters revealed an unexpected drop in short-
term Chinese purchases of Brazilian soybeans 
was denting exports of the oilseed from the South 
American nation.

• Reuters exclusively reported the United States 
is pushing China to drop a ban on U.S. poultry 
imports as part of trade talks, eyeing a potential 
$600 million market for chicken feet and other parts. 

• Reuters revealed the U.S. was seeking better access 
for imports of genetically modified crops into 
China as part of a trade deal under discussion.

• In an escalating tit-for-tat battle over tariffs, Reuters 
was first to report Mexico’s plan to slap a 20 
percent tariff on U.S. pork imports.

• Reuters exclusively reported Mexico could strike 
at $4 billion in annual imports of U.S. corn and 
soybeans if President Donald Trump escalates a 
trade spat with new tariffs and was studying how to 
reduce the pain of such a move.

• Reuters got a first glimpse of a new U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce campaign attacking President Donald 
Trump’s handling of global trade disputes, saying he is 
risking a global trade war that will hurt U.S. consumers.

• China’s retaliatory tariffs on U.S. soybeans had 
driven down prices and triggered a wave of bargain 
shopping by importers in other countries stocking up 
on cheap U.S. supplies, a Reuters analysis revealed.
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