
The year 2021 began with governments racing to obtain, and administer, COVID-19 
shots produced by some of the pharmaceutical industry’s biggest names, as well 
as new rivals from China and Russia. At stake: The ability of countries to protect 

their people and revive dormant economies, with the wealthiest nations quickly taking 
the lead. All along the way, Reuters correspondents around the world have provided 
deeply reported insight and exclusive stories into the progress achieved by early leaders in 
vaccines; the industry’s setbacks in producing shots at unprecedented scale; the unequal 
access that has left many countries behind; and the new variants that are upending 
expectations of what will happen next in this pandemic. 
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A health worker reacts before the burial of a Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
officer who died from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), at a graveyard in New 

Delhi, India, April 29, 2020. REUTERS/Danish Siddiqui
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INDIA IN CRISIS
When the Delta variant emerged in India earlier this 
year, triggering a catastrophic wave of coronavirus 
cases, Reuters was ahead with exclusive news and 
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• Health experts say India missed early alarm,  

let deadly coronavirus variant spread 
• Death in the Himalayas: Poverty, fear, stretched 
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has reported the story through vivid and moving 
pictures, including this pictures report on how one 
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—  70% of U.S. adults got at least one vaccine dose
—  WHO warns against mixing and matching COVID
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—  Masks back on as Delta makes Israel change course
—  Rich countries aim to end vaccine inequities
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